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. CHAPTER 37 
¢ TO THE SUMMIT 








MoveD 

*| straNcety, 
ROARING AS 
‘THEY WENT. 








| WAS STILL 
STRONG, 


THOUGH 
NOT LIKE 


| THE NIGHT 






























































~| FUKAMACHI, 


TO MAKE IT 
BACK ALIVE, 
HE NEEDED 

TO START 

HIS DESCENT 














}]oINTED AT 
WHABU UNTIL 














BUT HE WASNT 


°") CARRYING 50 


MANY ICE PITONS| 
THAT HE COULD 


USE THEM AS || 


FREELY AS 


HE WISHED. 








IF HE STAYED 
HERE HE 
WOULD DIE. 
HE HAD TO 
DEBCEND TO 
THE BATTLE- 
SHIP ROCKS 
AT 6900 

















/| INASENSE, 
THIS METHOD 
aj OF DESCENTE 
WAS HARDER 





ALREADY 
ALL THE 
WAY UP 


HE MOVES 


1S UNBE- HE WAS 


HEADING 
INTO THE 
OPENING 
OF THE 
Lert 
COULOIR. 


UEVABLE. 





DESCEN- 
DING, HE 
LOOKED 
up AND 
couLo 

SEE HABUS 

TINY FIGURE 
INTHE 


oistance. | 





THE NEXT 
TIMEHE 

Lookep ur, & 

HABU WAS 

NO LONGER 
IN SIGHT. 








ITWAS 
COURSING 
FEROUCI- 
ousLy 
FROM 
LEFT TO 
RIGHT. 





HOWEVER, 
THERE IS 
NOWHERE 
INSIDE 
THE COULOIR 
TO SETUP A 
TENT OR A 
BIVOUAC. 


IF YOU 





ARE ABLE 
To MOVE, | 
You | 
‘ASCEND 
AS FAR 
AS POS- 
SIBLE. 


‘ONCE INSIDE 
‘THE COULOIR, 
NO MATTER 
HOW STRONG 
THE WIND IS 
BLOWING 
OUTSIDE, 
CONDITIONS 
ARE PRACTI- 
CALLY CALM, 





A THICK, CLOUD- 
LIKE FOG 
COMPLETELY 
COVERED 
THE UPPER 
PORTION OF 
EVEREST. 








INTO THAT 


THICK CLOUD 
COVERING 
EVEREST..? 


HABU'S MIND? 











FUKAMACHI 
BOILED UP 
‘SOME WATER| 
‘ADDED 
PLENTY OF 
SUGAR, AND 
DRANK CUP 


AFTER CUP, 4 














COMPARED 
TO THE 
NicHT Bf 
BEFORE,IT 
WAS LIKE 
A BREEZE. 





STILL GOT 
THE HEAD- 
ACHE, BUT... 





IT reLT 
UKE A 
MIRACLE 
TO HIM 
THAT HED 


Yagi) MANAGED 


TO MAKE 
IT BACK 
ALIVE 
THIS FAR 


‘AupiToRY 


AND IVE 
ONLY 
DESCE- 
NDED 700 
METERS. 


SEEMS LIKE 
THE AIRS 
GOTTEN 

THICKER TOO. 





I HAVE TO 
GET BACK 
TO THE 
BASE CAMP 
__ BY TOMORROW. 





LATER HE 
WENT oUT- 
SIDE TO 
URINATE 


™ | THEN CLM. 


BED INTO 
HIS SLEEP- 
ING BAG. 


HE WOULD 
DOZE OFF , 
FROM TIME 


] To 7Me, 
[J suTirwas 
AUGHT 


STRUGGLING 
THROUGH 
AMIRE, 


THE WIND 

COULD BE 

RAGING AT 
THE TOP 


EVEN WHEN, 
HE SHUT 
His EYES, 
BEHIND THE 
UDS HIS 
EYEBALLS 
WERE 
STILL ALERT. 





CONTENT 

TO CLIMB TO 

THE SUMMIT 
USING A 
“NORMAL 





WELL, ITS 
THE SAME AS. 
WALKING ON 
‘THE GROUND, 


IF YOURE 
GOING 
TO CLIMB A 
ROUTE THATS 
OBVIOUSLY 





ANORMAL 
ROUTE 
IS NOT 

CLIMBING! 


TRACING THE 
ROUTE THAT 
SOMEONE 
ELSE HAS. 


THOSE JERKS 
COULD JUST 
AS WELL 
WALK THE 
REGULAR 
HIKING PATHS! 














EVEN IF HE AVOIDED 
THAT LAST WALL 
ON THE SOUTH-. 

WEST FACE BELOW 


THE SUMMIT HIS: 
CLIMB WOULD STILL 

















WHY DID 
1 SAY SUCH 


OF COURSE HE 
WOULONT... 
IT CANT 


THERES NO 
WAY HE 
WOULD 

‘CLIMB IT, 





HABU 
WOULDNT 
Dorr... 


AFTER SAYING 
THAT THING 
ABOUT 
“CERTAIN 


FUKAMACHI HAD 
THOUGHT HIS EYES 
WERE CLOSED, BUT 
THEY WERE OPEN 
‘AND STARING INTO 
THE DARKNESS 
(OF THE TENT. 


















S COULOIR?; 

































‘STRONG F 
WINDS, -27 1 DECEMBER 

HE THINKS: peorees, || 1. BATTLE 

OF HABU. “9 snow. zero || SHIP ROCKS. 


VISIBILITY. 
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Ne 
=a 
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ARE YOU 
STILL 





THE TINIEST 
CRACK OF 
BLUE SKY 

PEEKS 
THROUGH. 








BEEN TEARING 
AT THE 
TENT WAS 
NOW GONE. 


THE TOTAL 
SILENCE 





ASINGLE 


THE 


STARS: 
ARE SO i 
INCREDIBLE. 

















REALIZE 
JUST HOW 
GIGANTIC 

THIS THING 
IS HES 
TAKING ON? 





a 


JOUJ! HABU 
MUST STILL 
BE ALIVE. 


HABU WAS 
SURE TO 
HAVE ENDURED 
THROUGH THESE 
THREE DAYS. 


‘SOMEWHERE 
ON THAT ROCK 
RIDGE UP 


HABU IS. 
PROBABLY 
STILL FIGHTING 
UKE HES 
GRINDING 
FROZEN SNOW 
IN HIS TEETH. 








YOU'RE UP 
THERE, WITH 
YOUR THEERTH 
CLENCHED, 
AREN'T YOU? 


RIGHT NOW, 
YOU ARE 
HIGHER UP 
THAN ANY 
OTHER PERSON 
ALIVE AT 
THIS MOMENT. 


SOLITARY 
PLACE OF 


‘STILL ALIVE, 
FIGHTING YOUR 
FIGHT ALL 
ALONE, UP THERE 
AT HEAVEN'S: 
‘SURFACE, CLOSE 
TO THE STARS. 





TAND HES) 


GONG 10} 
























DOWN To 
A PLACE 
FROM 






COULD SEE 
THE SUMMIT. 





wuere He [Md 


0) He vesce- 
NDED THE 
WESTERN 

kKHUMBU 

8) WHILE TRA- 


-| VeRSING TO 
_ | THE SOUTH 


RIDGE 
SIDE. 














WEATHER 
WAS GoD, 
HE COULD 
RATION IT 
AND JUST 
BARELY BE 
ABLE TO 
PERSEVERE 
HERE 
TWO DAYS. 


Toy, 


HE POIN- 
TED HIS: 
CAMERA 


WITH ANY 
LUCK, HE 
WOULD BE 
‘ABLE TO STOP 
HABU'S FIGURE 
THROUGH HIS: 


HE HAD 
‘ONE-AND- 
A-HALF 
DAYS OF 
FOOD LEFT. 


THE DISTA- 
NCE POINT- 
10-POINT 
WAS ABOUT 
25103 
KILOMETERS. 





THERES NO 
WAY HABU. 
WOULDN'T 

BE CLIMBING 














AND 
CAMPED AT 
THE 8350 
METER 
POINT... 


IT WOULDN'T 
BE UNLIKELY 
FOR HIM TO 
HAVE REACHED 
THE SOUTH 


IF HE 
CROSSED 
THE ROCK 
BAND AS 
PLANNED... 


THEN HE 
SHOULD BE 
‘TRAVERSING 
BELOW THE 
YELLOW BAND 
THERE RIGHT 
‘ABOUT NOW. 





ITS IMPOSSIBLE 
| WOULDNT 
HAVE SEEN 
HIM AFTER 


THIS 


ALMOST if 

BEVERY FIVE 
MINUTES fy 
HE SEAR- 
CHED THR- 

4] OUGH THE 
VIEWFINDER. 

















PEERED 
THROUGH THE 
VIEWFINDER 
WHILE 
ADJUSTING IT 
UPWARDS TO 
THE TOP OF 
THE YELLOW 
BAND. 































CHAPTER 38 


TO THE SUMMIT 
(PART 2) 








INSANE! 














SOUTHWEST FACE Mea 


UPWARDS." 





REASON FOR 
YOU TO BE 
DOING THIS! 




















FUKA- 
MACH 





KEPT | 
CLICKING | 
THE 














WHEN IOKA 

‘AND FUNA- 

JIMA DIED, 
HE WAS 
TAKING 


yj) PICTURES 


LIKE THIS 


THEN TOO. 





WITH THIS: 
SAME 
CAMERA, 
WITH THE 


SAME LENS. 








THE SITUATION 
BEING SIMILAR, |” 
IT BEING 
THE SAME 
CAMERA. 
THEY WERENT [| 
THE ONLY 
REASONS HE {5 
THOUGHT 50. 





o 








IF IT WERE 
A STEEP SLOPE 
IN SUMMER, 
NO MATTER 
HOW LOOSE 


WOULD 
SCALE IT 
TO THE TOP. 


NO WAY 

HE CAN BEAT 

AWALL THAT 
DIFFICULT. 


IF THAT WALL 
WERE MADE OF 
HARD ROCK, 
NO MATTER 





THE LOW 
OXYGEN 
WOULD BE 
GNAWING 
AWAY AT HABU'S: 
BODY AND MIND. 
JUST HOW 
MUCH MENTAL 
FORTITUDE 
YOU HAVE TO 
KEEP CLIMBING 


But 
THIS WAS 
NOT THE CASE. 
THIS WAS 8500 
METERS UP 
FROM SEA LEVEL, 
‘ROCK WALL 

EXISTING IN 

THE HIGHEST 

LOCATION 

ON EARTH. 











ALREADY! 




















1 DONT 
WANT TO 
‘SEE ANYONE 
FALL AGAIN, 
NOT THROUGH 


HE'S SCALING 
UP THAT WALL 
DIRECTLY BENEATH 
THE SUMMIT 
BECAUSE OF A FEW 
WORDS | SAID. 




















“WILL YOU 
RUN AWAY?T 








HEARD 
A VOICE. 











“TAKE MY 
PHOTOS." 





iTS 
NOT YOU 
WHO WAS 
TRYING 


TO ESCAPE. 








Le 
TAKE THE 
PICTURES: 

OF YOU 
FALLING. 











BUT 
THERE WERE ze 
NO CLOUDS 7 
ANYWHERE 
JUST A 
MINUTE AGO! 















WARDS, BUT 
THEN BEGAN 
CLIMBING UP 
THE ROCK 
WALL RIDING 
ON RISING 
AIR CURRENTS. 















VISIBILITY 
WOULD 
WORSEN 
AND HE 
WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE 


TO READ HABUUUU! 
THE ROUTE. 


WHEN THE 
cious} 
CAUGHT 

UP TO HIM, 

THE TEMPE- || 





















































THIS WAS 
JUST THE 
SAME. 



































AS MUCH 
AS POSSIBLE, 

HABU HOOKED} 
INTO SPOTS 


“| WHERE THE 
icewas | 

STUCK MORE! 

| FIRMLY To 

THE ROCK. 













o 
gd) THE 
te’ FH] LAYERED 

{A ROCK ON 

THE UNDER- 
Ae SIDE 
OF THE 
SURFACE 
BROKE 
EASILY. 




















AND 
AWIND 
HAS 
COME UP. 


cLouDsS 
‘ARE MOVING 
FASTER THAN 
| EXPECTED! y 






























JUST HAVE 
TO KEEEP 
CLIMBING 
STRAIGHT 

UP THIS WALL. 














THE HELL 
AM I? 





ONCE! 
GOT SOME 
OXYGEN AND 
INHALED IT... 


AGAIN. IT 
BECAME 
BRIGHT. 


'M LOSING 
VISION 
BECAUSE 
THE AIRS 
80 THIN. 





STILL MOVE, 








ALRIGHT, 
NO RESTING. 





THING | CAN 
PROMISE. 


























-| 4 
Paw] 


\ 


/ 
rt 
¢ 


w 

















THATS IT! 











NO ONE 
KNOWS, 
BUTI DID IT. 


1DID 
IT. AND IT 
BELONGS 
TO ME. 





GeTMovING. | 








IF YOUR FINGERS: 
WONT MOVE. 


THEN CLENCH THE 
FROZEN SNOW... 
THE SNOW IN 
YOUR TEETH 
TO TALK. 


IF YOUR TEETH 


‘ARE NO GOOD 
EITHER, THEN, 
WALK WITH’ 
YOUR EYES. 





TRULY, TRULY... 


TRULY, TRULY 
NO POSSIBLE 
STRENGHT... 


























CHAPTER 39 


SUMMIT © 
DREAM 








ANG 
TSHERING. 








YET? 


oun 17, 
ew XD 


DAY MOR- 
WE SPOKE NING. 





HE WAS 
DEEPLY 
EXHAUSTED 
AND HIS 
BREATHING 
WAS FAST, BUT... 


HIS VOICE WAS BIKHA SANP'S: 
SO POWERFUL, YOU } |, VOICE WAS: 
WOULDN'T THINK 3 CERTAINLY 
HE HAD SPENT 2. NOTA 
FOUR NIGHTS AT | i i _ 


8000 METERS. 











WILL YOU 
IT SHOULD BE i" BEALL 
JUST ENOUGH 
TO LAST ME UP 


TO THE SUMMIT 


ABOUT 
‘J | ONE AND 
AHALF 





WASN'T ANY 
MORE CONTACT 
FROM BIKHA 








JUST THAT 
HE WAS HE WOULD 
GOING TO CLIMB TO THE 
SUMMIT STRAIGHT 
OVER THE YELLOW 


ANG TSHERING 
NOW LEARNED 
‘ABOUT HABU 
CLIMBING 
STRAIGHT 
UP THE WALL 
THAT WAS 
DIRECTLY BELOW Jos 
THE SUMMIT. 





WHETHER YOU HAD 
SAID SOMETHING 
TRIED TO AVOID 
AS SOON SAYING ANYTHING 


AS HABU LAID 
EYES ON 


HE 
WOULD TRY 
TO SCALE 
IT, BE SURE 
OF THAT. 





THATS WHO 
BIKHA 
SANP IS. 








BY NOW, 
ITWAS 
IMPOssi- 
BLE FOR 
HABU TO 
STILL BE 
ALIVE ON 
EVEREST NO 
MATTER 
WHAT CON- 
DITIONS ONE fy, 
IMAGINED. 


HABU'S GOOD 
MUST HAVE 
RUN OUT BY 

NOW ANY WAY 

YOU LOOK 
ATIT. 








HOWEVER, 
NEITHER OF 
THE MEN 
COULD BRING 
THEMSELVES: 
TO SAY THEY 
SHOULD STOP 
WAITING. 


IT FELT LIKE HE ‘SINCE IT WAS HABU, 


IDDENL ANY MINUTE NOW, THEY FELT LIKE i» 
Warren i OR MAYBE EVEN, AMIRACLE WOULD 4 


TOMORROW. HAPPEN... BECAUSE 








IF HE 
STILL 
DOESNT 
COME BACK.. 





(ON THE 
EIGHTH DAY, }I 


DECISION TO 
DESCEND 
FROM THE 

BASE CAMP. 








REPORTS 


REACHED 
THE CHECK 
POSTS THAT 


} SOME PEOPLE 
|] WERE GOING 


TO ATTEMPT 





CouLD You 
‘SHOW ME 
YOUR LICENSE 


INFORMATION 


UNLICENSED 


HE EXPLAINED 
THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES OF 
HOW HE HAD 
| LEARNED 
‘ABOUT HABUS 
UNDERTAKING 
‘AND HOW 
HED GONE 
ALONG WITH 
HIM TO TAKE 
PHOTOS. 

















THIS 
WAS THE 
PRICE 
THEY PAID 
FOR THEIR 
UNLICENSED 
CLIMBING 
ACTMIES. 





AND, 
IN THE END, 
HE HAD TO 
PAY A CLIMB- 
ING FEE OF 
ONE MILLION 
YEN TO THE 





THEY 
SIGNED 
SOME 
pocu- 






















ANG 
TSHERING 
HIMSELF 
WOULD 
HAVE TO 
HALT BUSI- 
NESS OPERA- 
TIONS FOR A 
PERIOD 


























ALSO, 
FUKAMACHI 
WOULD 
NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO 
ENTER NEPAL| 
AGAIN FOR 
TEM YEARS. 











CAUSED YOU 
$0 MUCH 





EVEN IF 
THATS ONLY ICANT DO 
AS AGUIDEFOR \ Business FOR 
FOREIGN VISITORS. 
CAN STILL WORK 
AS A PORTER. 



































YOU HAVE 
NOTHING 
TO APOLO- 


1DID THIS 
KNOWING 

THE CONSE- 
QUENCES. 











ANN IF YOU HADNT 

(YNN\ GONE, THEN THATS 
Wj» SOMETHING YOU 
: ) WOULD PROBABLY 


1AM SURE 
WE WILL 
MEET AGAIN. 


THINK IT ACCEPT 
WOULD BE = 

















0 YOU THINK 
HABU MANAGED 
TO GET OVER 
THAT WALL AND 
STAND A TOP 
THE SUMMIT? 


COULD I 
ASK YOU 





1D0 NOT 
THINK THERE 
1S A PERSON 
THAT COULD 

CLIMB THAT WALL 


WHATEVER WALL. 
HABU DECIDED 





BASED ON MY 
MOUNTAIN 
CLIMBING 
EXPERIENCE 
UP UNTIL NOW... 


| LOOKED 
RIGHT AT THAT 
WALL WITH MY 
OWN EYES. 








WILL THAT 
SERVEAS [i] 
‘AN ANSWER. |) 














THE KHUMBU 
MOUNTAINS, 
INCLUDING 


EVEREST, 
THROUGH 
j] THE wiNDOw. 





MAYBE IN 
THE SNOW, 
STILL STARING 
‘AHEAD, GAZING 
AT EVERESTS 
‘SUMMIT. 








THE i 
VEST POCKET 
KODAK 
SPECIAL. 
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CHAPTER 40 
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NOT ONE OF THEM 
UNDERSTAND 





















































































































































CHAPTER 41 
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CHAPTER 42 


BASE OF THE 
MOUNTAIN 
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HAPTER 43. 
NORTH-EAST. THE WAS THE HSTOS 


RIC CLIMAX OF, OUR: 
"ADVENTURE. UP AND UP; 
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CHAPTER 44 


SEAT OF 
THE GODS 














































































































I CAN SEE THE: OOOH... 
NEPAL SIDE. 












































NOVEMBER @, - 
1498, 3:21 PM. 
ELEVATION 8848 
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CHAPTER 46 


CLIMBERS OF © 
_ LEGEND 
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LAST CHAPTER 


THE UNTRODDEN 
SUMMIT 







































































































































































































































































HELLO, THIS IS MITHEWZ AND LELONI. 
THANK YOU FOR READING THIS FAR. 
ENJOY THE FINALE. 


WE WANT TO GIVE OUR THANKS TO 
GABISU AND PHOENIX_SMT WHO 
HELPED WITH VOLUMES Z AND 5. 


THIS CHAPTER IS DEDICATED TO OUR 
FRIEND IGOY. 


WE'RE WAITING FOR YOU AT THE 
SUMMIT OF THE GODS. 


SCRIPTS DONE BY MITHEWZ 
EDITING: LELONI 


